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Pulakeshi II, who ruled from A.D. 610 to 
642, iscelebrated in hi story for inflicting a 
defeat on the mighty Harshavardhana of 
Thaneswaron the banks of the Narmada. 

During his career as king, Pulakeshi 
fought war after war to win laurels. Yet, 
Pulakeshi s story is such as to illustrate 
the futility of war. Pulakeshi fought a battie 
with the Pallava king Mahendravarman I, 
in which the latter was defeated and killed. 
This in turn led to Narasimhavarman I, 
son of Mahendravarman I, taking revenge 
on Pulakeshi. In this second encounter 
with the Pallavas, Pulakeshi was defeated 
and killed. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang has 
left us an account of his travels in 

Pulakeshi’s kingdom. He says, ".the 

people,who are tall of stature and have a 
stern and vindictive character,are honest 
and simple, are grateful to their bene- 
factors and ruthless to their enemies.” We 
have depicted Pulakeshi’s relationship 
with his unde Mangalésha, in the light of 
the latter part of this statement. 
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THE SLAYIN0 0MBHIMAJMJ 





















f’w THE élXTti CÉNTURY B.P^VATAPi 9 WA5 THE FORTjF/Ep CAPITAL OF TH£ EARlY WESTERN 

'i cmuftwaS' n wa$ founqed the m/ohty pulaxebw i, he,an& after h/s 

\ PEhTH , H/5 AON kEERTtVARMAN 1 1 HAP PON£ MtJCH TO &WLP IT /N TO $TRON<3 ANP 
ffiQSPEROUS EMPt&S* 


IPulakeshi- 


II 


i 



PUIAKE&HI, HtS ELPEST AON, WAS OHLY F/VE 
WHEN kBERT/VARMAN P/EP, eys --m 




BUT NQW, KEERT/mRMAN LAY PY/NO 


50 fllAHY PEEAMS LEFT 
QNFULflLlEP MY THREE 
HQUHG 50 H&.--MY PULAKÉSrtf 
WK^T WllL bttOME ØF Hl«? 


* MØPERN ØAPAtøf IN KARNflTAKA 















































amar chitra Katha 




WBS KEERTtVARMAN’S 
NOUNGER B&QTHEfl. L^-rrr — - 


Will TREflTT 7HEAA 
LIKE MV OWN SONS 


MV ØEIØVEP ØRØTHER 
P/EP WPRRV1NG 
BØGtJT HtS &OHS- 





SOGN, WiTH 7 H£ ftPPR&VAl OF THE M i NISTERS J MSNGft - 
LE&m mtENDBD THE Tti RO NB #5 ÆRGBNT TO PULSXRSHL 


MV TJRST PUTN I© TO 
COM PIETE THE VIØHNU 
TEMFI-É LEFT WNRNÆHEP 
, BV MV ØRØTHER, > 










































































EXQUJSfTEt THPS 
PILLAR JSMAftVEL' 
. LOU&, 


wmx ON COM PLETtON OF TEMPLB ON THB 
MtUS O V£ÆLOOKtNQ VATA Ff WQS 8FEUN 
ymEDWTElY ■ \ - a™ - 1— JJ 


WAIT t \ ArtA 

The REGENT, 

NOT THE KJNG 


Bl PN THE NAME 
3 OF THE 
OfA i.Ofc Yfl 
MflNGALEShA, 
KPNG OF 
KINOS... A / 


?TEMea'af^*: 


PULAKESHMI 









































































































uiihji- k "iit ru KqriMi 


N\$NG&lE$hf{ THEM APPOINTEP PANDlTB TO 
TEECH UTTLE PULMXESHt ftN& P&EPfiRE H/M TO 
TAPE OVÉJZ THE REJN& OT THE KMSPOM- 



Pi king must 

LOOK TO Ttffs WELL- 
UElhKa OF hlø SU&dECTS. HÉ 

wu$rr øé luce fl rømaffr to 

THEM. JZ* 



OH l IT J & 
THE KINé 
HJMSELF 
ØRRIV'JNG, 


r REGENT, NOT KING 
PLE'ASE CONTJNtÆ, 

| SIR. l'Vfi COME TO 
&E£ HOW YOUR 
PUPIL 15 tf ETTING , 
fes. ON, -^3 
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PULAKEiSH]-« 



keép rr UP] &QQH ¥OLT 

WIUL &ECØME AN UN- 
RIVALLEP SWORPSMAN. 
@UT ¥OU MU5T NOT 
NEG-LECT VOUR LE&SONS. 

S m LAw, y 


I WtLL 
NOT, 
UNCLE 



UNPOUfiTEDLV 
< SON t 


FftlHER,, lå PULAK 6 &HI 
REALLW THE BEST 
SWORpSJAAN AWONG 
USALL? 


WELL] MAKE A iSlFTOF 


LET U& 
£ee HOW 
MUCH HIS 
TRl&t/TE 
IS WORTH] 


MY LORP # A VAS&AL 
RAJA HAS SENT 
MftNY PR1CELESS 
JEWELS Aå A J t 
TRIBUTS, 


THEM TO THE TtMPLE 
, OF Vf&tfNti. 











































































Qfruir chitm kuf ha 



NO' NOT IN MV 
N AME ! 


DELIVER THESE TO 
7ME TEWPLE IN THE 
NA^E OF EMPEROR 
MANGALE&HA, 


THE CRÉØIT 
OF THE GIFT& 
SHOULP OO TO 
PULAKESHN 


ER,,, MY LORP.p,TH£ OFFEKJNGS 
GHØUlD BEAR 'rfØUR NA/YIE. 
AFTER ALL , 'fOU ARE THE A 
KINO- 


NO|IAW 
NOT THE 
KINO' 


«Y LORPj PO&TERJTy MAS A 
RIGHT TO KNOW THAT 
CHALUKVA MANGALESHA 
flL&O R£JIEP THIS KlNGPØM 
V ONCE, Y OU OWE AT LE AST 
Jgs. THIS fAUCH TO THE 

fotuRe genera- 

__TIONS . 


ALL RIGHT, THEN 
PO WHATÉVER 
YOU LIKE. 


fi 





























































PULAKESHMS 



SOON LftUNCHEO ft CftMPfttQN TO 
E&PRND THE cmLUKW 9 EMPl&B . i-- ;*;v 


flNp SÉNP THE SEHERflt 
TO 1 ME. THE NE 16 HØQUR- 
i hg king hAg &een 
CffEATlUG TROUftLÉ > i 
HE mU&T BE TAUGHJ^V 
A lessøn. '> 


'LQØK,HQW THE 

^ king fights. 


£V“EÆy *W 5 W/W WHOm H£ FOUGtiT 
HAO TO GIVE IN TO MAN&ftLEStift . 


HOL! HAVE PEFEATED 
AU THE NEIGHØGURIMG 

XINGG IN BATTLE 
. WAHARAd 


|G Tt? LEAP AN 
/EXPEDiTlON TO THE 
SHØftES OF THE 
&AHGA ANP ÉRÉCT 

Ca pillar of victorv 
ISi _THER£ , 


AH O l r W 
SURE WE 
WILL DO 
THAT TOO!! 














































amor chitra katha 



WHEN PLtLftKE&Hl WEHT TO GB& MS UNCLg 


WHEN MfiNGfilGSHR RETURN Ep TO 
VftTftPl , THSRE WflS MUCH REUQidNG 
tN ma CAPITAL .PULQkE&Hf t Nøw 23, 
tlømso tN THE FEST/WT*/. 







































































































































































airtpr ehitra kuthu 



tT WAS NOT pOLARBSHt^ IWRGfNPTtCN. THE CQURTtERB HAP CHANtSEP THE/R ATTflUPE 70 
W/41 BECAUPE MANGAiBAHA HAP C HANGBO. FPR POWER HAP GONE 70 THE HEAD OF THE 
QNCE SfNCERE AND HOKB^T AflANMtE&NA , 


FATHER, A RtILÉR IS 
ONÉ WHO EARN& Hl& 
KIN6SHIP* VØU HAVE 
TRU LY É ARN EP H.WITH 
YØUR Wl&PPMjLOVE 
OF dUSTtOE AKID VALOLIR, 

nou 


vau ARE RK3HT#50M.WHY i 
3HOULD \ BE REGENT?WHf) 
NOT KtNG? AND SHOULD 
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PULAKESH14I 



50 THAT 15 WHV HE HAS 
CHANSÉp.MV UHCLB WHO 
6R0USHT flV&OP LIKE HIS 
OWfi SON—POING THIS 
ft* TO ME NOW„* ^ 


VOOR UNCLÉ 15 PLOTTINS 
TO KILL VPU AND KEEP 
THE THRONE TO HWSEtP 
ANP HIS QWU SON. j 
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G mor chrtra JtÆrtha 



AND PUiftKESHf, URE ft MAN FOR WHQM < 
Alt umrs HAVE buqqbnly done out, 

PBPARTEP fN 3ECRSCY. .. é , - . - I 


...I SWEAR BT THE ROVRL 
&TANPARP Of mi FATHER 
THAT I WILL RETORN ONE 
v PAy TO BE THE KINO. 


HÉV, NOtt T OUT OF TH E WfW { 
HAVE iOU NEVER WAIKEP ON 
A STREET BEFORÉ E v--^ 


AND ROftMEP THE RlNGQQM 


HO,m FRfENPj 
NOT UKE A 
COMMOHER. 


W WELL,THfS IS AN 
" EXFfERlÉNCÉ T QO \ TO BE 
AMON G MV F EOPLE, 
UMRECOGH\ZEO t ARP SEf= 

\ them as thet reaext: 

Ifegbwt ARE, J E 


















































KtNGSHIP! 

IT f5 A- 
&URDEM TOO 
WEi^Hty TO 
&EAR. I 


AH [ THAT N£5T OF 
5MAKE S i MANGALESHA 
WILL NOT G£T AWAY 
WfTH WHAT JHE HAS 
V POHBi > 


(300P PAY* N 
STRANGER.WHERE 
AR£ VOU FROM? 


I COMÉ FROM 
VATAR. 


SO THE NEWS 
HAS SPREAPV 



T H\H FRIENP&, 

MANØALÉZ5HA HAS 
OOMMJTTEP A 
m&TflRpLY 0££P 
JN PROCLAIMINS 
HlMSÉLF KINO. . 


WBM 


PEQPLB 


ff UJTLB fiHEPP Mom 
PfS{U35iN(5 THE SftME 


VES! HE WAS SCJPPOGEP 
TO 0£ THE OARETAKÉR. 
HE SHOLfLP HAVE VACATEP 
THE THRONE TO I NSTAL 
PULAKE©Hi,THE RiGHTFidL 
V HEIRpON IT. 
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BUT PO fllL PEDPLÉ' FEEL 
. um THIS ? 


HE IS RIGHT 
HERE, 


7 V£&, QF COU RSE ! ÉVERV 
WtGrtT-THINKlNG ClTltEH WPLL. 
WÉMftlN LØVAL T O P^INCé POLAWESHf, 

I WØNPER VUHÉ-RÉ ØUR C/NFØft.7aNAT£ 
PRINCE ;& NOW ? a 


I AM 

PCJLAKESHI 


MØ&T NOBLE FR1NCE, 
WE ARÉ HONOLfREP TO 
HAVE yOU FSMONG Ub. 


IT 15 VØU WE 
WANT A6 QUR 
KIKS, 


I CANNOT FORSET V&UR 
GRANPFATHER,THE FIRST 
PULAKESHI ,OR Vø-UR FA7HER 
THE NOBLE K&ÉRTJVARMAN, 

















































Y6S,TAK£ THE HELP 
OF THE ARMY . G ET 
øaCK SOUR THRONE. 
. &Y FORCE. 


QOOP emZÉN*, I PROMI&E YOU 
WHEN f REGAlN THE THRONE, 

I &HALL NOT FORSET 
V 'IQUR LOVB ANP 


FORCE ] YES,THflT 
15 THE ONLY VYflY 
TO PEØL WITH 
THE TRftlTOR, 


COMMWP£R,foOBiUZ£ SOUR MEN. 

EUT MAJNTAIN THE GREATEST SEÉRECY, 
ANP OO NOTHI NG TILL I GIYE THE WQRO. 


J NOBLE PRtNÉE t I AM THE COMMANEHNG 
OFFICER OF THE GARRISON PQ5TEP IN 
THIS REGION. WE £"AN MOØILIZE 
OLIR&ELVE& WITHIN A ØAVS> TIME 
TO FIS HT FOR YOU. 




v M 









































}N THE SLOQPY 3 AT TLE 7NAT FQLLOWED 
MANY MEN AND ANJM/U& &EPB LØ&T, 


PULAKSSH! AND MANGAlFSHA ADVANCED 
TOWANDB EfiCN OThER. | -~~ 


TTTWtfMf'' ukCLE MBT FACE 

70 F ACE, :,! .> - 1 « ■■■ »- 


# JPENTIRÉP IN ÆNANTP^R pi&TRlCT, ANGWRfl PRftDE&H 

































































































5QON yOU WILL &ECØM& 

AN UN6£ATABLE SUJQHDSM *M 
&UT VOLt MUST NOT 
NÉGLECT VOltR 
LE5S0MS IN LflW. j$k 


BUT I MUST 
\ Wll_L.~ 


I CANNØT. 










































PULAKE5HI-H 










































etfnar c hit ro Ikuthei 



HE BZFRIENDEP GOVtNPR 



* + , WHtLB APPfflikS mP TV RUN FOR ti*3 
UFE. p - -- - 



THÉN THE S LU PH B WE&E fORCEP INTO &U&*- 
JHtE tctHS* WHS tMPREGSEØ BY 
PULHKBBHt VELOUR. 


Pt/LAKE&HI, \ ACCEPT 
&UZERAINTV.TAKE mi 
t?AU<SHTER AS VOdJR WIFE . 
AHP M/W ØUR TWO 
FAmaiÉ& BE 



PULSKESH! ECCEPTEP THE PMOp&SfiL SNp 
MARRtED Hf S DE UG HT ER. MDHM&B. 




Hr KlNG OF iVHAT IS Nøw PAKSHINA KANNAPA 22 

* h møperm slephanta is-iamps 












































PULAKESHt-ll 


HS M8RCHEP NORTHWARPS WP £*TENP£P 
m BORPER5 RUSHT U&TO THE All/EjR REVA? 



flfiEAT Kl HØ f WE GIVE l hf TO VØU, 
WE WOULV PREFEft Tip BÉ 
UWpER iOUR LfMØR£LLA RATHÉR 
THftN THE OThER ONE THAT 

IHREATENS 7P ØVER- 





THE OTHER ONE? AHI UO U 
MZFtH HARSHAVARDHAHA? 


VES, HAR&HA.,THE LØRP OF 
THE NORTH , -IS ALREAD 4 

c asti n© greepv evés on 

THE SOUTH. HE IS Cfl/flPEP 
WITH HIS VAST AKfVW t/UST 
. ~ NORTH of THE RIVER v 


AAJTUU 



WELL, HARSHA mtlet WATLH 
PUT. I W1LL NøT LET HIM 

SÉT ÉVEN A TOE- 
NAIL WI7HIN m 
&QRQER&. 



50T HRRBHAvmOHRNA OF KftNfiUd BENT ON 

CONqUE&T. 

SO FULflKESHI IS CAMPING 
ON THE OTHER SlPÉ OF THE 
RÉVA , rs HE P f HAVE HEARP 
A LØT ABøU^ HJM. 



I * PRESENT-iW NflRMAPA 
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fiT THE CLOSÉ OF THE DM, M HfiRSHfi'i 

CAMP— i — ^ —■-“S- 


THE NEXT t?AV> THE TWO fiPM/ES CONFPONTPQ BACH 
OTHE& $ oro SS THE RtVBft AHP A Ff£#£0 ØATTiE 

BN5U&P . r--—-- — 


SPEAK CLEARL¥ y MAN.' 
WHAT l&flLL THE 
S^OTEMENT ABØÉJT? 
rr is øur pav, is 4 , 

s. IT NOT ? 


MV LORP, THEV 
...WE ...ThfAT 

t5.-OUR,., 
WE... > 


RETREAT? RFTREAT* 

J HAVE NEVER KNøWN 
SUCH A WORPj 
APVANCE TEN 5T&P& 

tømorrqw then / 

TØ CØMFENSATE /* 
FOR TØPAV'S / 
RETREATJ 


THEV—. i WÉAN 
. OUR... 


j AM SORRy, 

MN LØRP*rri 6 OLIR AftMV 

THAT HAS HAP 'TO 
^ /. RETREftT... > 


M //?0 ROajeQ BH POlAKMåHf 


3UT OVBR THE NEXT F£W PMB, PESPJTE HARSHA 
HIMSELE LSAPiNG H/S A#MH W/TH THE FAMOU& 
EL£PHANT BATTAUON ... i---- 


THE RR&T PÉFEflT 
IW Mi U FE [ < 

puLAKESHI —^ J 
TVÉ MET Mi p : 
MATCH IN 

iOO, Å'y-A 


























































PULAKESHML 



\N& tN PUlftKB&til’S CAMP, THEXa WES 
uBlLflTtON< 


fif TER TtItS BUCCBSSFUL ENCOUNTER 
Emt NST HERSHA t PttLftKESNi RETURN EP 

TO VATA PI . pp^ kEPT MV- Pf w 

fcs ( WC?RP.|N THRES 

> I MAV& ACHJEVEP \jjB5f jj 

|J **>.. 1 V1CTORY OVERALL 

''•rWx if^Y ENE/rtJES-MV P.EØPLE K\ jj 
Jfr # # ft C/W WOW HOLD & /\Ail 

ViKL j£( 7HCIR HEADS M 

*2^W-Éff/ \^-i HIGH. j-JSlV? 


ELEFHANT& <rftFT£JR£P FROM THE 
GrREflT HAfcSWA HIMSELF! H/*M 
PRECIOU& BOO TV INPÉEP! . 


HARSHA mL NOT 6fiRÉ 
TO STEP OH THE SOIL OF 
. OLfR KINSOO« AOAIN. , 


HflIL PULflKESHI 
PARfiMESHVARA j * 


] LØN 6 LIVÉ Th£ 

/ PARAMÉSHVARft 
OF THE THREE 
MAHARASHTjRRXAS?* 


i NHEN PULEKESm REAOiEP Hi& P&lACE 


fl'H \ HOW SWÉÉT 
1& THE TASTE 
OF yiCTORVf J 


VU£LCØME,MV LORPj 
HOW WAS VOiJR j 
^ CAMPflJGNP y 


TRltjMPflAUT, 
MV OUEEN.*. 


* SilFREME LORD (THE TITLE PULAKESHJ ASSUMEpJ) ^ 

TERRITORIAL PJVtSlØWS ( KARMATflKÆj MAHAEASViTRA AND KOHKfiU) 






























































mnur ehitra kuthn 
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PULAKESHI-il 



tø SF£fiJ& WiJH HiS PSMlLY /?A/P Hf S FfiVQLt&fTå- &ON f UlKRSMSPlTVfy 

T FATHEPS — &0 MflNV SiFT&J ^ ^ TO HUNS 

i TO WHOM ftRE YOO ) | KM u$HU JL 

i^?£^-. r . &ENDJNO THEflA P V OF FERSkA. > 



PUUff<BBHl éfiVE SS MUOi MT&QméS TO <imm SNP SHfUVft T£mPLE& SS HE PfP TO $HRtNE& 
9BDICATEP TO ViSHNU, TfiB PEtTY WO£$H!PP£0 3Y HiM. ____ 


I# flORN TO KflPAM3A 
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•jiimj] ifuiru iLUirui 



Aft!HA! 

EXCELLENT* ** 
WELL PUT? 


sur pebcb was Nor pest/nep ro tsar 

JrONé FOR PULfiKESHh 


mftHARA<J,TH£ PALLAVfl? 
MAHENI>RAvAR^AN # )G 
FR£Pftft)N£ por wm* 


RftVlKEERTl* V- 
WHV pon't i- 
Vøu COWPJLÉ 
A BOOK CØN&ISTlflG 
Of VPOR VERSES? 


f HAVE ØE£N PLANNJNG 
lO, MV LQRP. I WJLLOALL 
JT TMÉ AlHØLE 
PRASNA&TJ AN£> WRITE 
it in pRfuee. op vcu. 


HE POSES ft 
TMPEftT TO VENGf. 


—■ 


WE WILL 
&TRIKÉ &EFORE 
HE MftKES 
THE FIRST 
møve - 


mtBKE&W WtTH rt/& A#MY måRCHEP 

STRAt&HT ON THE PALLftVA CAPITAL) KANCHEAPLfXA* 


POETRY mø FOUND AN APPXEC tATtV'E PATRON 

IN W/W. H/S COORJ POET 1 VAS THE i—-— 

amUfANT t/A/NA, &AVUtEGK7t. 


* HARSK* ALSO MEANS MIRTK OR HftPPlHESS (t JOY) 

** PISHTA ALSO WEflNS FLØUR, 








































































PULAKESHMt 



WtiESHi REltiRNED 70 VA TÅ P/ W 7RHJMPH. 


QT PULLRtUB NFAR KANCHEEPURAM , 
" AHENPRA VARMA N 





fattERDRWARMW P/PP A &ROi<ENNi£AR7&Q 


PULflKESHÉ 
I Wiu NOT 
FQRGIVÉ 

vou. 


... AND WA& PEFEATE&* HE HAQ 70 HA$TtlV 
i VffHøAAW FROM THE SATTIE F/ELD. 




AT KANCHEEPuRA* 1 THE FALLA VA RlNG 
1 NEVER RECOV£RED FROM THE SHOCK AND 
HUMtUATt&N OF DE FE AT iNFUCTFO ON HtM 
AV PULAKESHh f- 

*--- E 

NflRftÅWMfl ,MV SON 



FA t LAVA NARASmHAVARMAN RAiSFD A 
MASSIVE ARMY*.. r -- -- - ■ 



















































□mur chitra kat ha 



FtNO m of mt£k . unfxpectfp attacks thai took polske bh i almost 















































PULAKESHMi 



PULfiKaSHf FOU&HT FOR Ht& HONØUfiL 


■THROW OPE N TH£ 
GATES OF THE FORT 
flHP J WlU- LEftP 
NV MEN . > 


BNP NARASWHA TO S£TTLf* M ØiP SCORÆ. 






































amar chitm kathcx 



AF TE/? 7H/B, WE PONT CO/VIE ACROSB PCfLfiKE&Hf IN rttSTGRV - THE STONE INSCRfRT/ONS ANØ 
&ftWKEEG7f l 3 AWOlE PR ASM AST i WHfCH Gi VE US ML TtitS INFORMATION 3ECOMÉ SILENT, 
AB !F NOT WAN7/N& 70 Dt&CLOSB THE TRAG i C ENp OFA QRERT XiNG, f 1 
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